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gave the blow, all the punishment fell on them; it
was their part also to make presents to those even
who were the first murderers, without the latter be-
ing obliged to give any satisfaction,—to show how
detestable they regard vengeance; since the blackest
crimes, such as murder, appear as nothing in com-
parison with it, as it does away with them and at-
tracts to itself all the punishment that they merit.
So much for murder. Bloody wounds, also, are
healed only by means of these presents, such as belts
or hatchets, according as the wound is more or less
serious.

They also punish Sorcerers severely, that is,
those who wuse poisoning, and cause death by
charms; [155] and this punishment is authorized by
the consent of the whole Country, so that whoever
takes them in the act has full right to cleave their
skulls and rid the world of them, without fear of be-
ing called to account, or obliged to give any satisfac-
tion for it.

As to thieves, although the Country is full of them,
they are not, however, tolerated. If you find any
one possessed of anything that belongs to you, you
can in good conscience play the despoiled King and
take what is yours, and besides leave him as naked
as your hand. If he is fishing, you can take from
him his Canoe, his nets, his fish, his robe, all he
has; it is true that on such an occasion the strongest
gains the day,—still, such is the custom of the Coun-
try, and it certainly holds some to their duty.

Besides having some kind of Laws maintained
among themselves, there is also a certain order estab-
lished as regards foreign Nations. And first, con-
cerning commerce; several families have their own



